
Day 1 

 

Arrive Rapid City 

Upon arrival in Rapid City, you will secure your rental car and drive to your overnight accommodations. 

 

Accommodation: Under Canvas Mount Rushmore or Similar 

Transportation: 40 minute drive 

 

Day 2 

 

Mount Rushmore and Custer State Park 

Meet your private guide this morning for a full day tour of the Black Hills including Custer State Park, 

Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse. Your day begins in Custer State Park, which is one of the best places 

in the United States for wildlife viewing. The park is home to a large free-roaming bison herd, elk, big 

horn sheep, mountain goats, pronghorn antelope, deer and a variety of birds. Your day continues with a 

visit to the famous Mount Rushmore National Monument. Hike the Presidential Trail which meanders 

through the wilderness and offers some of the most unique views. Visit the Sculptors Studio to learn 

about Gutzon Borglum's vision and how the monument was created. Later, a visit to the nearby Crazy 

Horse Memorial offers the opportunity to see an active carving project. Crazy Horse is the world's 

largest mountain carving in progress and is dedicated to preserving the culture and heritage of Native 

Americans. 

This evening, you may opt to return to Mount Rushmore for the lighting ceremony; the patriotic 

ceremony happens at dusk May through September. 

 

Accommodation: Under Canvas Mount Rushmore or Similar 

Transportation: Private vehicle touring 

 

Meals: L 

 

Day 3 

 

Drive to Cody-Evening Rodeo 



After checking out of your hotel this morning, you will drive to your overnight accommodations in Cody. 

This evening you will have a chuckwagon dinner with Western entertainment followed by the Cody Nite 

Rodeo. Known as the Rodeo Capitol of the World, rodeo and western showmanship have been part of 

Cody's culture since the early days. This evening experience the legendary spectacle for yourself. The 

event features a taste of the Wild West with bull riding, saddle bronc riding, barrel racing, team roping 

and rodeo clowns. The rodeo begins at 8:00 PM and ends around 10:00 PM. 

 

Accommodation: Best Western Premiere Ivy or Similar 

Transportation: 6 hour drive 

Meals: D 

 

Day 4 

 

Visit the Buffalo Bill Center of the West-Scenic Drive to Yellowstone 

 

This morning you will have a private docent lead tour of the nearby Buffalo Bill Center of the West. The 

world-class museum is actually home to five separate museums: The Buffalo Bill Museum, The Draper 

Natural History Museum, The Whitney Western Art Museum, The Plains Indian Museum and the Cody 

Firearms Museum. Together, they tell the authentic story of the American West — past and present, 

history and myth, art and culture. On this one our tour, you will get a taste of each of the museums and 

then will have free time to explore more of the museum on your own. 

Following your museum visit you will have a one hour drive to the East Entrance of Yellowstone National 

Park. Explore Yellowstone National Park en route to your overnight accommodations. 

 

Accommodation: Canyon Lodge or Similar 

Transportation: 3.5 hour drive 

 

Day 5 

 

Yellowstone National Park 

Meet your guide at the hotel this morning for a full day exploration of Yellowstone National Park. Known 

as the Serengeti of North America, Yellowstone is famous for its wildlife herds, striking views and 

thousands of geothermal features. Your day will include stops at many of the park's iconic features 

including the geyser basins, the Grand Canyon of Yellowstone with spectacular waterfalls and the 



expansive Yellowstone Lake. Along the way, keep an eye out for wildlife, the Hayden Valley is one of the 

best places to see wildlife in the park. Your guide will seamlessly incorporate short walks or a guided 

hike into your day, allowing you to truly immerse in wild Yellowstone. You will return to your hotel in the 

early evening. 

 

Accommodation: Canyon Lodge or Similar 

Transportation: Private vehicle touring 

Meals: L 

 

Day 6 

 

Yellowstone National Park 

Today you will have a full day free to explore more of Yellowstone on your own. We recommend 

exploring more of the northern and eastern parts of the park. The Lamar Valley is where wolves were 

first reintroduced in the 1990s and is a great place for early morning and evening wildlife viewing. Visit 

the lesser known Tower Falls on the Yellowstone River which plunges 132 feet and nearby Specimen 

Ridge contains the world’s largest concentration of petrified trees. For a unique experience, we 

recommend a short hike and a dip in the Boiling River located near Mammoth Hot Springs. NOTE: the 

Boiling River is best visited in winter, fall or late summer when the water temperatures are safe to soak 

in the natural hot tub. 

 

Accommodation: Canyon Lodge or Similar 

 

Day 7 

 

Scenic Drive to Jackson 

After checking out of your hotel this morning, you will drive south through Yellowstone and Grand Teton 

National Parks to your overnight accommodations. If time permits today, we recommend a stop en 

route for self-guided kayaking on Jackson Lake. The Colter Bay Marina in Grand Teton National Park 

offers kayak, canoe and motor boat rentals. Spend a few hours exploring the beautiful lake which offers 

spectacular mountain views. The boats are all first come, first serve and no reservations are available. If 

you are short on time or would like a more relaxing stop en route, the nearby Jackson Lake Lodge is a 

great spot for lunch. The lodge has several dining options and features 60-foot floor to ceiling windows 

offering some of the best views of the Teton Mountain Range. 

 



Accommodation: Teton Mountain Lodge & Spa or Similar 

Transportation: 3.5 hour drive 

 

Day 8 

 

Grand Teton National Park 

Wake early for a private guided morning wildlife safari in Grand Teton National Park. The animals are 

most active at dawn and dusk, taking advantage of the cooler temperatures. Throughout the morning 

you may observe grizzly bears, black bears, elk, bison, moose, wolves, big horn sheep, mule deer, 

coyotes, trumpeter swans, and golden and bald eagles. The light and color in the valley is also 

spectacular this time of day, perfect for photography. You will return to the hotel around 11:00 AM. 

You will have the afternoon free to relax or explore more of the area on your own. This afternoon you 

may consider exploring the Jenny Lake area in Grand Teton National Park. This is one of the most 

spectacular spots in the park, but can be crowded in the summer months. Here you can hike the trails 

around the lake or take the passenger boat across the lake and hike to Hidden Falls and Inspiration 

Point. 

Other activity suggestions for this afternoon are a scenic tram ride to the top of Rendezvous Mountain 

at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, exploring downtown Jackson which has many wonderful shops and 

restaurants or spend the afternoon at nearby Snow King Resort which offers scenic chairlift rides, an 

alpine slide, a mountain coaster, climbing wall and a Treetop Adventure Park. 

 

Accommodation: Teton Mountain Lodge & Spa or Similar 

Transportation: Private vehicle touring 

Meals: B 

 

Day 9 

 

Morning Trail Ride-Afternoon on the Snake River 

Begin the day with a one hour shared horseback ride at a nearby ranch. The ranch is located atop the 

East Gros Ventre Butte which offers unique views of the Teton Range, the town of Jackson and the 

surrounding area. Saddle up for a taste of the Wild West and marvel at spectacular 360° views of the 

Tetons, which will form the backdrop of your adventure. NOTE: The minimum age for ride is 5, however 

younger children may participate in pony rides at the corral. 

This afternoon you will have a scenic or whitewater rafting experience on the Snake River. 



Relax on a ten-mile scenic float through Grand Teton National Park. You will float the most scenic 

stretch of the Snake River in the Jackson Hole Valley, through a pristine wildlife habitat that is home to 

moose, beavers, eagles, bears, and many others. You will also be rewarded with dramatic views of the 

iconic Teton Range which rises 7,000 feet above the valley floor. The float is approximately four hours. 

-OR- 

This afternoon experience whitewater rafting on the Snake River through the Snake River Canyon. This 

stretch of river features eight sets of rapids ranging from class I to class III. On this exhilarating 

adventure all rafters should be prepared to paddle, however, it is more fun than strenuous. The Snake 

River Canyon is rich in geological history and your guide will point out some of the features that make 

this canyon unique. Watch for river otters, osprey and bald eagles along the way. The river trip is 

approximately three and a half to four hours. 

 

Accommodation: Teton Mountain Lodge & Spa or Similar 

Transportation: Shared one hour horseback ride, shared float or rafting 

Meals: B 

 

Day 10 

 

Jackson 

Today you will have your choice of private guided fly fishing, rock climbing, a guided bike ride in Grand 

Teton National Park or a guided hike. 

Fishing: 

Meet your private guide early this morning for a day of fly fishing on the Snake River. The Snake River is 

not only known for fine-spotted cutthroat trout but also for the spectacular views. Your day will be 

tailored to fit your ability level, goals and current water conditions. NOTE: Your guide will select the 

waterway that offers the best fishing conditions which may be some of the spring creeks that feed into 

the Snake River or one of the nearby rivers. 

-OR- 

Rock Climbing: 

This morning meet your private rock climbing instructor for a full day of outdoor family adventure and 

fun. Your instructor will tailor the day to fit your family's wish list and ability level. The day can include 

learning the basics of rock climbing and testing your new skills or it can simply be a day of climbing and 

rappelling. Go at your own pace with an easy relaxing day or a full non-stop challenging one depending 

your wishes. 

 



-OR- 

Biking: 

Today experience Grand Teton National Park on two wheels. Ride along a relatively flat, paved pathway 

that is directly beneath the majestic peaks of the Teton Mountain Range. This route is perfect for 

sightseeing as it winds through wide open sagebrush plains bordering beautiful pine and aspen forests. 

The ride is ten miles or approximately two hours of riding. 

 

-OR- 

Hiking: 

Meet your private hiking guide this morning for a guided hike. Explore the peaceful corners of the 

Jackson Hole Valley on foot. Your guide will choose the hike to fit the current conditions, group dynamic 

and ability level. Along the way learn about the wildlife, plants, wildflowers and the ecology of the 

Greater Yellowstone area. The hike is approximately four hours. 

 

Accommodation: Teton Mountain Lodge & Spa or Similar 

Meals: B 

 

DAY 11 

 

Depart Jackson 

After checking out of your hotel this morning you will drive to the Jackson Airport, return your rental car 

and board your homeward bound flight. 

 

Transportation: 30 minute drive to the airport 

Meals: B 


